
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Child care advocates welcome long fought-for federal legislation 

 

OTTAWA,  DECEMBER 8, 2022–Child Care Now, Canada’s national child care advocacy association, 
welcomes the introduction this morning of Bill C-35 which sets out in law the federal 
government’s commitment to build a high quality Canada-wide system of licensed child care 
programs and services, particularly those that are provided by public and not-for-profit 
providers. 
 
“We have been pushing for more than 50 years for the federal government to recognize in law 
that children and families should have the right to inclusive and high-quality early learning and 
child care programs and services regardless of where they live,” says Morna Ballantyne, Child 
Care Now’s Executive Director.  
 
Ballantyne said child care advocates are especially pleased that the proposed legislation states 
that the Canada-wide system of early learning and child care must respect the rights of 
Indigenous peoples affirmed by the Constitution Act, 1982, as well as Canada’s international 
obligations under the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Convention on the Elimination 
of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities. 
 
If Bill C-35 is adopted by Parliament, Child Care Now says it will be important to make sure that 
future bilateral child care funding agreements with provinces and territories properly advance 
the principles and declarations set out in the legislation.  
 
“We note that Bill C-35 does not put conditions on federal funding transfers to the provinces 
and territories,” says Ballantyne. “This means that responsibility falls on the federal 
government to negotiate child care transfer agreements align with the principles set out in the 
Bill.”  
 
“Bill C-35 is a big step in the right direction and a timely one because the federal government is 
in the process of evaluating and revising its child care funding agreements with the provinces 
and territories,” Ballantyne says.  
 
“We will continue to push the federal government to negotiate transfer agreements that 
include enforceable and effective measures to bring down parent fees to a maximum of $10 a 
day, to address the extreme shortage of qualified early childhood educators, and to expand the 
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availability of licensed child care programs so that all children and parents can benefit from the 
very significant federal public investments in child care,” she added. 
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About Child Care Now 
 
Child Care Now (formerly Child Care Advocacy Association of Canada) is dedicated to 
advocating for a publicly funded, inclusive, quality, child care system. Our organization is non-
profit, membership-based, and regionally representative. 
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