‘ 10 Days of Action in Support
EdS of the $10aDay Child Care Plan

Child Caré Now
NOVEMBER 20 - 30, 2024

Tips and talking points for

conversations with MPs

Prepare

e Write down the main things you want to say in advance and stick to your notes (see key
messages below)

e MPs respond most to personal and emotional stories. Decide on what story about the
$10aDay Plan you want to share.
Your story can be used to make the points you want to make.

e Limit your points to just three points.

e Don’t take a long time to tell your story and make your points; leave time for a real
conversation with the MP.

e Decide in advance what action you want the MP to take
Find others to join you in the conversation if you can but not too many because the more
people in the meeting with you the less time each of you will have to share your stories and
make your points. Having a conversation on your own is also fine although having company
often makes it easier.

At the meeting

e Right at the start, introduce yourself and confirm how long you have for the meeting. Take the
lead. You asked for the meeting, so you can lead the conversation.

e Share your personal story about $10aDay child care and use the story to make the points you
want to make (for example, your personal story may be about being on a wait list and this can
illustrate your point that the $10aDay Child Care Plan must be expanded by a bigger not
smaller public investment in building new facilities, especially in communities that have too
few).

e Decide who will say what in your team and how you will stay within the allotted time. Decide
who will take some short notes. Have copies of the materials (see links to other Resources
below)



Some background on the current context

In 2021 the federal government announced that it would invest $35 billion over 5 years
(March 2021-March 2026) to build a primarily not-for-profit and public early learning and child
care (ELCC) system in Canada.

It is regularly referred to as the ‘$10aDay Child Care Plan’, with its goal to achieve $10 a day
child care for children aged 0-5 across all provinces and territories by March 2026.

The Plan, however, is about much more than bringing down parent fees. The Plan is to make
affordable early learning and child care accessible and available to all over time.

The Plan also involves investments in the early learning and child care workforce, making
distinct provisions and taking specific measures to ensure Indigenous children have access to
programs and services; raising the quality of programs and services.

Key messages

We like the $10aDay Child Care Plan. We want more of it.

Licensed child care is much more affordable because of the parent fees under the plan. This
has been life-changing for those who have been able to enroll their children. However, the
supply of licensed child care does not meet the demand for affordable programs. Too many
parents are on waitlists.

The solution to this problem is to increase the number of licensed child care spaces.
Governments at all levels must develop concrete plans to build and staff new facilities and to
expand existing programs whenever and wherever possible.

The $10aDay child care plan raises the quality of early learning and child care by ensuring
there is accountability for public funding. Public funding can only be spent on items that are
part of the cost of delivering high quality early learning and child care.

The $10aDay Child Care Plan increases child care options for parents by making child care
more affordable and expanding licensed child care spaces in both centres and home child
care.

More public funding is needed to strengthen the workforce and to support expansion of the
system.

What we want

Commitment from governments and political parties to stick with the $10aDay Child Care Plan
and strengthen it.

More public funding to significantly improve the working conditions and compensation of
early learning and child care educators and other staff.

Public planning and a capital funding program to increase the supply of not-for-profit and
public early learning and child care programs.



Other useful resources

e Q&A
e Ten Things We Like About $10aDay Child Care
e Message Box



